
PTO 

What happened during the siege of Caister Castle and what is the best way to 
build a castle? 

Key Stage: 2 

Type: Classroom      Length 1 ½ hours 

Curriculum links: Citizenship, History  Key Themes: Tudors, Local History 

  

Learning Objectives:  

•  Understand how documents, including the Paston letters, have helped with our 
understanding of the 15th –17th centuries. 

•  Uncover what happened at the siege of Caister Castle. 

•  Compare Caister Castle’s defences with those of other castles and examine how the 

family were able to fend off a siege for 3 weeks.   

•  Find out why heraldry was important in battle and how coats of arms represent the 

different family members.  

 

Time Activity Details Resources   

5 mins 

  

Who were the 
Pastons 

What is a document, and what can it 
tell us about the past.  

What  are the Paston letters and who 
are the family.  

ppt class 

3 mins Where did the 
Pastons live 

Look at Caister Castle Ppt Class 

15 mins The story of the 
siege 

Watch a video of what happened 
during the siege.  

See if pupils can recall the story 
using sequencing.  

Video 

Website with 
story of the 
sequence 
sections 

Work in 
pairs then 
together 
as a class 
to 

 

Defending the Castle 
 

Lesson Plan– Online 

KS2 



10 mins Defending the 
Castle 

Look at images of other castles 
around the country and see what 
they have in common and what is 
different to Caister Castle.  

Explain to the pupils that it was built 
as a home and this would have 
affected the ability to defend it.  

ppt Pairs 

15 mins Crack the 
heraldry code 

Discuss the fact that coats of arms 
helped identify people on the 
battlefield.  

Explain what the symbols on a coat 
of arms means.  

Look at the coats of arms of 3 
generations of the Paston family and 
see how the symbols change with 
each marriage.  

Using the coat of arms work out 
which part refers to each family.  

Ppt, website 
exercise 

Small 
groups 


