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Welcome to the 

Norfolk Record 

Office! 
Who are we?  

The Norfolk Record Office collects and preserves unique archives relating to the 

history of Norfolk and makes them accessible to people in Norfolk and across the 

world. It includes the Norfolk Sound Archive.  

We have bases at The Archive Centre, next to County Hall in Norwich, and  the 

Norfolk Heritage Centre, in the Norfolk and Norwich Millennium Library in The 

Forum, Norwich. 

Editor’s note 

Welcome to the very first six-monthly programme by the Norfolk Record Office. We 

have devised a programme including some of our most popular events, such as the 

Behind-the-Scenes Tours and the Archive Ambulation, along with some new talks 

and evening sessions. We are really pleased to be working with the Parliamentary 

Archives again for our forthcoming exhibition Ballots and Bills: Exploring Norfolk’s 

Parliamentary Past, which opens in April.  

This booklet has been produced by the Education and Outreach Team at the Norfolk 

Record Office and we would be interested in any feedback you have in order to 

make future booklets as accessible as possible.  We look forward to seeing you at an 

event soon!  

Victoria Draper, Education and Outreach Officer. 
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A tour giving you backstage access to our impressive strongrooms 

which store over 12 million documents, a chance to see the 

Conservation Studio in action, and a display of some of our ‘gem’ 

documents.   

Starts at the Norfolk Record Office: The Archive Centre. 

Book in advance.  
£5 per person, can be paid on arrival. 

Tues 20 Jan 2-4pm / Wed 4 Feb 2-4pm/ Fri 6 March 10-12 noon / 
Thurs 9 April 5-7pm / Mon 18 May 2-4pm / Wed 3 June 2-4pm 

         Behind-The-Scenes Tours   
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Walk 1 (Ber Street) Mon 20 Apr & Mon 1 June 2-4pm / 
Walk 2 (King Street) Mon 11 May 2-4pm  

  Archival Ambulation 

Take a stroll around Norwich with our guide to discover how some of the 
city’s landmarks –and stories associated with them – have been recorded for 
posterity in Norfolk’s archives.  

There are two walks to choose from, both ending at the Norfolk Record 
Office, where light refreshments will be provided. There will also be a chance 
to see the original documents highlighted during the walk.  

Walk 1 follows a route incorporating Ber Street.                                              
Walk 2 takes participants along King Street.  

Both walks are around 1 ½ miles and will include steps. 

Please wear suitable footwear and come dressed for the weather. For your 
return journey there is a regular bus service which runs from Bracondale to 
Norwich Bus Station.  

Book in advance. Further details, including starting point, will be provided on booking. 

£5 per person, can be paid on arrival. 
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Native Americans: 

Dream Catchers and 

Headdresses  

Discover the story of a 13 year old 

girl who was evacuated to Canada 

during the Second World War. See 

her scrapbook creation which  

includes images of Native  

Americans. Then use feathers, 

beads and wool to have a go at 

creating your own dream catcher 

and headdress.  

School Holiday Fun and Crafts 
Book in advance.  

2-3.30pm at the Norfolk Record Office: The Archive Centre. 

Under 8s must be accompanied by an adult. 

Mon 16 Feb  Half Term Block Printing 

 

Come and see examples of dramatic 

scenes like this dragon in Norfolk’s  

archives, and find out about printing 

techniques before having a go at 

creating your very own block print. 

Tues 17 Feb  Half Term 

FREE 
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Yorkie started making chocolate lorries at their Norwich factory in the 

1980s, and were a popular Easter gift. This Easter make your very own 

Yorkie Lorry, based on the 1983 design.  

Make Your Own Seal 

 
Seals were used to illustrate the creator of 

each document. Each monarch had their own 

great seal. Oliver Cromwell’s seal included an 

image of Parliament. Have a go at creating 

your own seal that shows your interests and  

personality. Will you include your favourite 

sport, television programme, band, or 

something else?  

This activity is part of the Ballots and Bills: 

Exploring Norfolk’s Parliamentary Past series 

of events.  

Tues 26 May  Half Term 

Making a Yorkie Lorry 

Make Your Own Battling 

Board Game 

 
Have a go at creating your own battling 

board game related to the Houses of 

Parliament. It could be snakes and ladders 

where landing on a snake takes you to the 

tower. Or a detective game to uncover the 

gunpowder plot. Or battleships with rebels 

versus parliament. 

This activity is part of the Ballots and Bills: 

Exploring Norfolk’s Parliamentary Past 

series of events.  

Weds 27 May  Half Term 

Tues 31 March  Easter 
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Talks at the Norfolk Record Office  

Airborne Archaeology: the National Mapping  
Programme in Norfolk, by Sophie Tremlett 

Tues 10 Feb 

Voices from the Past: the Human Story Behind 

the Industrial Revolution, by Emma Griffin  
Mon 23 Feb 

The Disorderly Lives of Tudor and Stuart Norwich, 
by Colin Howey 

Thurs 5 March 

The following talks form part of the Ballots and Bills: Norfolk’s Parliamentary Past 

series of events.    

Eighteenth-Century Political Satire, by James 

Wood 
Thurs 30 April 

Justice Demands the Vote, by Frank Meeres Wed 20 May 

The Great Blow: Riot and Urban Governance in 

Civil War Norwich, by Andy Hopper  
Fri 12 June 

All talks take place 1-2pm, and will be held at the  

Norfolk Record Office: The Archive Centre.  

Each talk will last approximately 45 minutes, with 15 minutes at 

the end for questions. No booking required.  

FREE 
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First Steps in Family History  13 Jan 

Registrars’ Records: New at NRO! 27 Jan 

Marriage Licence Records 10 Feb 

Women’s Institute Records and Inscriptions 24 Feb 

Norwich Yards 10 March 

Suffolk Genealogy 24 March 

Where did all the Money Go?: Accounts as Historical 

Sources 
7 April 

Military Ancestry 21 April 

Title Deeds 5 May 

Norfolk at the Pictures 19 May 

One Way Tickets for the Norfolk Poor 2 June 

A Doctor’s Passion for Folk Medicine in 1920s Norfolk 16 June 

Using NRO’s catalogue 30 June 

Heritage Hour at the Norfolk Heritage Centre  

All talks take place on Tuesdays at the Norfolk Heritage Centre,                             
Norfolk and Norwich Millennium Library from 1pm.  No booking required. 

FREE 
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Want to trace your family history? Want to know what 

an ancestor did for a living? 

We run regular introductory family history mini-courses throughout the year, in partnership 

with the Norfolk Library Service. These cost £15 for three sessions which cover the core 

sources for starting your family history: civil registration, census returns, and parish  

registers. 

Sat 14 & 21 Feb 10-12 noon  

Thurs 12 & 19 March 2-4pm 

Tues 14 & 21 April 2-4pm 

Wed 6 & 13 May 10-12 noon  

Sat 6 & 13 June 10-12 noon 

Part 1 of the course will take place at 
the Norfolk Heritage Centre, Norfolk 
and Norwich Millennium Library on the 
following dates and times.  

Part 2 will take place at the Norfolk  
Record Office on the following dates 
and times.  

Thurs 26 March 2-3.30pm 

Wed 20 May 10-11.30am 

Thurs 18 June 5-6:30pm 
Book in advance, on 01603 774740 or                                                                    

http://norwichmillenniumlibrary.eventbrite.co.uk 

Please choose one month from part 1 and one 

date from part 2. 

Courses and Workshops 
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NRO Sources  

A series of workshops looking at different types of documents held by the 

Norfolk Record Office.  

The series includes a talk at the Norfolk Heritage Centre giving you the basics on 

using documents, followed by a practical session at the Norfolk Record Office. 

During the second session you will be able to see the original documents. 

Sessions at the Norfolk Heritage Centre run from 1-2pm, sessions at the Norfolk 
Record Office run from 2-3.30pm 

 
Book in advance at http://norwichmillenniumlibrary.eventbrite.co.uk 

or 01603 774740  

Where did all the Money Go?: Accounts as Historical Sources 
 Tues 7 Apr at the Norfolk Heritage Centre & Thurs 16 Apr at the 
Norfolk Record Office 

Title Deeds  
Tues 5 May at the Norfolk Heritage Centre & Tues 12 May at the 
Norfolk Record Office. 

FREE 
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Courses and Workshops continued 
 

The Recorded World of Tudor and Stuart  

Norwich: English Palaeography Explored  

Tom Townsend, an archivist at the Norfolk Record Office, will provide a ten-

week course of 60-minute workshops.  

Tom will use examples of documents held at the Norfolk Record Office to 

give you the confidence to read and interpret Tudor and Stuart records. 

Verbal feedback will be provided throughout the course, and one piece of 

optional ‘homework’ will be set and marked between the eighth and ninth 

sessions.  

 

Book in advance, pay on arrival. 

 

Wednesday lunchtimes from 1-2pm at the Norfolk Record Office. 

Starts Wednesday 4 March, finishing Wednesday 6 May  

£50 for 10 weeks 
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This one day course for beginners includes a tour of the strongrooms, how to 
use the searchrooms, and a guide to the resources and help available at both 
sites.  
 
The morning session at NHC includes:  

Subscription websites available at NHC 
An introduction to a variety of sources online and on microform, including: 

census 
civil registration  
probate volumes  
electoral registers  
 

The afternoon session at NRO includes:  

Using NRO catalogues 
An introduction to a variety of sources on microform and originals, including: 

parish registers 
wills 
probate inventories 

 poor law records 
 

Book in advance, on 01603 774740 or                                                                                        
http://norwichmillenniumlibrary.eventbrite.co.uk 

Introduction to Family History  

 
 

Please note that lunch and transport  
between the two venues are not included.  

Thurs 29 Jan  
10-12 noon at the Norfolk Heritage Centre (NHC) 
 2-4pm at the Norfolk Record Office (NRO) 

FREE 
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Exhibitions 

All our exhibitions are displayed in the Long Gallery at the                               

Norfolk Record Office.                                                                                             

Feel free to drop by and have a look any time during our opening hours. 

Education and Outreach: Bringing Archives Alive 

28 Nov 2014 - 30 March 2015 

The Education and Outreach team at the Norfolk Record Office is dedicated to making 

archives accessible to the whole community.  

This exhibition shows a selection of the activities and events from the past few years.  

 

FREE 
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Conference 

 

We will be holding a conference to accompany the exhibition. Speakers will 

include staff from the Parliamentary Archives.  

£25 per person, including lunch. Book in advance. 

More details about this conference will be available on our website closer to 

the event. www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/events 

Saturday 30 May 

In Norfolk over the last 800 years there have been many different, often contentious, ways of 
selecting parliamentary representatives. This exhibition delves into this rich history using many 
different examples from around the county to look at how parliamentary representation has 
worked in Norfolk over the centuries.  

We have a range of free events to accompany the exhibition: 

Talks about political satire, women’s suffrage, and Civil War Norwich (see p8)  

Make your own Seal and  Make Your Own Battling Board Game (see p7) 

How a Pair of Socks Led to an Accusation of Murder (see p17) 

Volunteer Research Group including a free trip to Westminster (see p18) 

More events will be added to our website!  

17 April - 31 July 2015 

Ballots and Bills: Exploring Norfolk’s Parliamentary Past 

FREE 
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Thursday Evenings 
Join us for the evening to find out about some of the work carried out 

and documents held at the Norfolk Record Office. Each evening will 

include a chance to see original documents. 

Evenings run from 5-6.30pm.  Light refreshments included. 

More details about each of the evenings will be available on our 
website closer to the event. www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/events 

Recording Norfolk’s Downton 

A wealthy and talented women born in 1869, 

Hilda Zigomala lovingly recorded her life for 

almost three decades in 15 illustrated journals, 

including many happy visits to Norfolk.  Her 

colourful journals document her world travels, 

attending balls and raising her son.  

Thurs 23 April     Drop-in event 

'Texts, Bugs and Sticky Tape' - The 

Work of the Conservators in the  

Collection Care Team at NRO 

 

 

 
Visitors will hear a talk about the work of the 
Collection Care Team, before getting a chance to 
see our box making machine and visit the 
Conservation Studio to find out about some of the 
projects the team are working on.  

 

Thurs 21 May    Booking required  

(participants need to arrive by 5pm) 

FREE 
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How a Pair of Socks Led to an  

Accusation of Murder! 

The evening will be your chance to find out 

about some of the crimes and punishments 

recorded in the archives. Discover the true 

stories of Norfolk crimes, like those of 

William Tuck who was an eight-year-old boy 

transported for stealing two bottles, the sad 

story of Jane Sellars, the Yarmouth body-

snatchers, and how a pair of socks led to an 

accusation of murder. 

This activity is part of the Ballots and Bills: 

Exploring Norfolk’s Parliamentary Past 

series of events.  

Thurs 4 June        Drop-in event 

Research Clinics: Ask the Norfolk Record Office  

 

 

 

 

Are you struggling with where to look for your ancestors? Do you 

want to know about shipping records, or are you interested in the 

history of your house, but don’t know where to start?  

Staff will be on hand to answer any questions you have!  

Book in advance, on 01603 774740 or                                                                            

http://norwichmillenniumlibrary.eventbrite.co.uk 

At the Norfolk Heritage Centre, Norwich and Norfolk Millennium Library 

20 Jan / 3 Feb / 17 Feb / 3 March / 17 March / 31 March / 14 April /  

28 April / 12 May / 26 May / 9 June / 23 June  

Tuesdays  1-2pm 

FREE 
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Session 1: Training 

An introduction to the Norfolk Record 
Office, using archives, and the research 
project.  

Lunch included. 

Thurs 5 Feb 10am-3pm  

Volunteer Research Group FREE 

Learn how to carry out research at the Norfolk Record Office.                                    
Discover the lives of voters in the 19th Century, using census returns, tithe 
maps and parish material.                                                                                                 
Contribute to finding aids for future searchers. 
Visit Westminster!                

Both sessions will take place at the Norfolk Record Office: The Archive 
Centre. Participants must be able to attend both sessions and have 
time to carry out research independently in between.  

Participants will get the chance to visit Westminster for a tour of 
Parliament including a behind-the-scenes visit to the Parliamentary 
Archives.  

Book in advance.  

Session 2: De-briefing 

A chance to let the rest of your group 

know your findings.  

Thurs 11 June 2-4pm   
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Sat 13 June 10am-4.30pm at The Guildhall 

The Huguenots in Norwich:                

A Day at The Guildhall 

For charges and booking information for The 
Huguenot Story and the Heritage Walk see 
www.heritagecity.org  (from April). 

Ancestor Activities  

 

 

 

Drop in to The Guildhall to discover the 

fine city’s Huguenot heritage. See records 

dating back to the sixteenth century, and 

explore your family history with the help 

of the Norfolk Record Office.  

The Huguenot Story 

 

Delve deeper into the history of the 

Huguenots in Norwich with Frank Meeres. 

Who were these families who fled France? 

What brought them to Norwich, and how does 

their legacy impact the city to this day? 

In Their Footsteps: A Heritage Walk 

 
 

Join Frank Meeres on a walk around the city and 

witness first-hand the traces our Huguenot 

ancestors left behind. This hour-long walk includes a 

visit to Blackfriar’s Hall, one of the Norwich 12 

group of iconic buildings. 

Starting at The Guildhall at 1.30pm and 
3.30pm. Booking required.  

10am-3.30pm, The Guildhall. Drop- 
in event. No booking required. 
Suitable for both adults and 
children. 

10am, The Guildhall Council Chamber. 
Booking required. 

Join us at The Guildhall and discover the legacy of the Huguenots, many of whom settled in 
Norwich in the sixteenth century having fled religious persecution in France. 

FREE 
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Stay in Touch 

Join us on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/norfolkrecordoffice 

Follow us on Twitter www.twitter.com/NorfolkRO 

 

Visit our blog http://norfolkrecordofficeblog.org 

 

Book an event www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/events 

Opening times 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 

9am – 5pm 

Tuesday: 9.30am – 5pm 

Thursday: 9am – 7pm  

Contact Us 

Email: norfrec@norfolk.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01603 222599 

Norfolk Record Office 

Martineau Lane 

Norwich 

Norfolk 

NR1 2DQ  

 

Norfolk Heritage Centre is located 

on the second floor of the Norfolk 

and Norwich Millennium Library. 

Find Us 
Bus 

Buses run from the city centre to Bracondale. For more details, please visit our website.  

Car 

There is a free visitor car park at County Hall although we are unable to guarantee spaces. On 

entering the County Hall site from the roundabout, take the left-hand lane and tell the attendant in 

the kiosk that you are visiting The Archive Centre.  

Large print version of the booklet available on request. Call 01603 222599. 

Booking Information 
Unless otherwise stated, to book an 

event call 01603 222599 or go to 

www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/

events 


